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RUDOLPH HAUGEN EXCERPT WARD COUNTY MINOT
RUDOLPH: The railroad was only to Garrison to begin with, syourkmow2—
—BoBr—Ya,

RUDOLRH: Qh, yves, ~I think, I hauled flax and wheat both to Garrison
one fall, F=ttisk, or probably two falls. S—domrt—hkmow. It was pretty
hilly and the roads were bad too. FHre—noods—were—batrm—7Iou-lcnow, Tt
wasn't anyt?ing like it is now. I had loaded up flax sacks presty—
maeh in a sleigh., I had four horses on and the horses weren't really

down
used to holding backAl. dem hillsfewme& they started out down the hill

/
and ,~F-gmessy, by the time I got to the bettom the team was going just
about as fast as they could go, =—guesss If it had rolled over, I'd have

€f lost the flax and the whole business, I guess. And then I ha.-d—a-h‘iu’el

WAEONS sy Sr7—Whart—wae—that.we called-da6?> We tied a log chain to

the left hand side of the front axle on the wagon and then tied it to

the rim o' the wheel on the side and let that wheel slide down the ?iii::>

BB r———tre~

AUTOEPH: P To hold it back, you know, like that. -4nd Some of the hills
ot ool ) fullo

was so steep and the horses wasn't used to\qg—;ékeﬁ%iég&

either. Gours&,ﬁ&mmtimes that wheel got quite hot semsetmm by the

time you got down.

REPEEPH: WYIt didn't burn it up t'ough or anything. When I got to
Garrison, then there wasn't any room in the elevator and I had to go
over in some shack someplace and unload the sacks of flax. And then
I got all gold! I got a&%all gold méfiz:>

BOB kbbbt
RUDQ%?H:gq%n'the load o' flax.

BTz thot—rizd

REPOPRI—F="DTIt wasn't all that much, but,.,, Anyway, it was a bunch
of gold. It wasn't so much gg a bag either, you know,

STBE—THe- })CU\) SR

RUDOLPH: Ryder had six elevators.

BoB+—LQh2
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~REBOEPH e
BOB: Which elevator did you run?
RUDOLPH: I had the ﬁgﬁgﬁ}y Elevator for nine years, That was a line
ran
house. &aﬁ'zhenq;hé Farmers Elevator for 16 years.
BBT 6k

RUDQLPH: And 3t was that  same—eleire: 3 s

now this Jlast year,

BB
pEBOEHP et *s——=—tet—o*money.
BeB+—Fhatte—stidl—threFarmers-Elevator;—isntt—3t?
REBOEPHTG;—vyese— oy
BOBr——Sers

LiesT
RUDOLPH: Aﬁd’EieAelevator that I run only held about 24,000 bushels,

e had . . 4
but it%¥ quite modern. It an office built on the side andAbase-

ment and the engine was in the basement:%,

~ Dodge?
RUDOLPH: \ It was a liftle 5.... In the Donelly Elevator it was a

little 5 héxgg. No, I don't suppose it was a 5 horse either. I
think, it waslxﬁye break and make spazk plug make was used., Either
make or break, ydﬁkapow. The points was sort of insulated ~yeckrow;
with some sort of stﬁ\x\that was nonconductor stuff and they'd open
and clese and then igniﬁ;}&mAfter awhile, then I got one a little

bigger.and then the Farmers xtqvator there was one that.... I imagine,

LE ) va 7e

it was probably as much as 15 halqppower and it used gasoline, I belédve.
BOB:  Oh.
RUDOLPH: And then after that I got théVh5 horse diesel engine.and that
was a semi diesel. )

BOB: Oh.

RUDOLPH: The spark plug had a little kind of a Swring coil inside.




yd red
You put the switch on, X ,Yed/l“‘hot all the time and then

: when you got the thing g rt, then it didn't need that there thins \:)u%
3 y
?{‘ a' tall. sd out the crankshaft bearing on
N _
\

ol know., Altogether

diffe#ent.

!
to shoveldout of the wagon tlwew into the elevator?

RUDOLPH: No, net—tm—ettireliyym~yp Hot wit' the wagon. HNews We had
the

dump logs, -What we calledAdump logs) and kind of a wheel with a handle

on and a chain and you'd trip it e=sewwsx wit' your foot se tj take
rok
« the brakes off, sad—then Lhe dump log aha%“'the shaft in “ the

™o
middle of it and then the front end of den%r\‘logs comes up and bthea—berei~

A
§§ BOB: When somebody came in with a wagonload of grain, did you have

v

Hil

0 ard the back end of the dump log went down so the wagon got tipped.

L it up -

§ \# It didn't tip/‘so much as it does now, you know, but it tipped;it enough

“{ so you didn't have to shovel much. But in the wintertime! In the

wintertime,with the sleighs,we had to shovel it all.

of course, they were too low anyway. Yomy—6RebiGse. . v-ﬁnd-—t-h-% loaded

/

S

g |

. ? BOB+—Chn

§§ RUBOEPH: Ya} QE—geumse, yvou couldn't dump the sleighs! yeuv—lemory—aittm—
_——————_—'\ ,b. 0

g < a lot of 40,000/cars and 50,0005cars.yﬁ ﬁad to go to the lumberyard and

buy lumber to patch #ém up before you could load SR them,

L ivaey a0 ov Vhe Jevo‘r &acﬁr
BEeEy- And the train crew. You'd have to tip the train crewfto get

some carsor-the—depot-agent,
RUDCLPH+—Yor
BOB: Almost like a little bribe, huh?

i J 1A
RUDOLPH: Ya. We called it mule'. "Muleing, you know. We—went and got
teetw~ 1'd send the bill into the companye- 8o much for "mule" for




L

the train crew.

BOB: é*nr-iﬁebk;:ft was kind o' hard to get railroad cars in those days.
too, huh?
RUDOLPH: Oh, it WaSe sy [Hrere—itora——g—iimatid iy ouRare, zhere

was six elevators, you know, and each one of 'em wanted the most cars,

&hd You were supposed to get the cars according to the business that

r
you had, gwnrﬁﬁaam\hgbd it was quite a difficult proposition and it still

BOB: Joy—t—tHIMR =0 toe. What year did you start running the elevator

there in Ryder?

RUDOLPH:  &Odebmerinchtrtridioy I run in '16 through '25 in the Dodge
Elevator and from '16 to '41 in the Farmers Elevator,

BOB: Were you still farming bheﬁ\~t09, while you ran the elevator,
RUDOLPH: Ya. Well, I owned interest in some land and in 1918 me and
Henry Snipen p6 went out on the reservation and put in 500 acres, I
think. In the middle of the summertime you didn't have much business
in the elevator, you know, They all rushed in in the fall of the year
and then after that it wasn't much, +%nd #ER I hgéla man to stay there

at the elevatore- didn't pay him so very mgch while I was out th?ff;:)

4EEh-_Dh,_ya;j/’________——~—"
RUDOLPH:+—ARd We put in some 500 acres. It wasn't a good year, but it

1

had been summer fallowed., d&~shinky—it—had-—beehsummer. fattowet—theyear

befere—and We double disced it and we seeded;i-t‘__A.ll—eﬁ-i-t-Lgu.e.sy 4all

deresSy an
the 500 llllll) MR ve got 14 bushels an acre, but it was terrible ex-

pensive. We paid 3$.25 a bushel for threshing it and then we had to pay

the owner of the land $.25 a bushel, his share, so we paid $.50 a bushell
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For—threshries before we got anything and then we paid $.25 a bushel for

. T was
t!' haul it in about 25 miles, I thinkg it was.‘zégéa in 1918 When the

war was on, you see,

RUDQLPH:Y> We got $2.04 a bushel so we made a little money, thear—
J
BOB SOy —
RUDOLPH:» But &ken if we'd o' got a big crop like we got after that, we'd

o' made a lot o' money, but it seemed to me we had to pay somebody to
shock too. It seemed to me that we paid$9 or $10 a day for people to
shock so there was terrible lot of expense, but we got something left
anyway. Y&

BOB: Were all those elevators honest with the farmers do you think?
Were there elevators that tried to cheat the farmers any?

at was
RUDOLPH: There wasn't anyflhonest.

RUDOLPH: That's actually right.
BOB+——Llr
RPOEPH ¥ttt LIy Tight. ~ But it's different now. 1It's

different wit' all of 'em. There's plenty of 'em that's dishonest yet,
, o farmers’ clevaters--
but most of 'emshre honest because they found out it don't pay to be

otherwise. Thejegggahkuses. If they knew that a*“man was stealin', they

wouldn't keep him. I'm quite sure that was it, but the line companies

expected you to make your wages by stealing.
BoBr—7ts—that—pieirt?

REPDOERE: 2 They fixed up the scales so that they'd steal and they fixed

up.... 1 had a little board on the side where I was testing and a cer-
doekage in on VS eharTy

tain percentage o'ﬂflax why, it was reduced down to poundsA The more

percentage it was, why, they'd increase the pounds considerable more than

it should o' been and I didn't know it myself for two years! !.Qﬂ$;!f%ﬁ§§”"

Idi Jn'

W&Mbelewe that the chart that was wrong.
BOBTClat

RUDOLPH: Asés the boss in the elevator~de-regualted the scale underneath




o]
so they'd cheat., %€ And o' course, in the Farmers Elevator it's the

WM‘
agent himself or the manager himselftppﬁt wasnl!t the farmers., &Se=—mwesmte—

theo—fermers reatsx. They didn't want iE)but they got so they knew they
were cheated, too, you know.

BOB: Q? Is that why do you think that the Farmers Elevator really got
started--because farmers found out that the line elevators weren't being

fair with 'em?

RUDOLPH: That's how they got started. Yes. Altogether I fﬁiff;) e

BoBr—¥a

RUDOLPHs——And—bhen—o-t CCHFSQ1~SG-OftEﬂ...é;::;;fquder they must o' kedde—u
19078~ .

Eep—maay—years_____Jﬂmﬁb starte%’,at leasp, in *9@=-probably earlier

Farmers’
than that--thefelevator. That's a long time ago now and during that

time they must o' had at least five «ivwsmsss, if not more, elevator

men that was no good
.

RHPOEPH~YANnd that was the cause of the thing not goin' good. It was a
saying that the co-op way of handling grain was So=mercert—ef—tirenim——-

sLLnins
~getting grain-pmmy 10 percent of Lrem getting grai?"and the manager was

90 percentyasds, I think’ that's true.
BBt
RUBOFPHt——Yopite=ian, If it's a good manager of an elevatog he's probably
the cause of getting 90 percent of the business.
BOB: Ya. Well, you were the manager of the Farmers Elevator there for
a long time?
RUDOLPH: I was manager for 16 years
- D
. L] ,

e course

~RYBORRIL —F=» VAN )l!!!llllln went flat broke'—-iost the elevator and

everything, '

BOB: When was %hﬁé;thea~that the elevator went broke? In the 30's?
RUDOLPH: 1In '39. laz That time that wheat was guaranteed at $1.25 a
bushel and it was $1.30, the cash price, right there,a®d¢ I handled

100,000 bushels in 10 days and shipped out 80 cars in 10 days,and I
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qumnceJ $100,000. I give 'em a $1 a bushel advance because everybody t'ought
oushT
that the price was goin' t' go up, you know. The commission housesgs The
abert
same thing. Benson Quin-never said a word t' mefdrawin' out $100,000

]
from-Begg%$:QuinT—a commission companyg to make those advances. <&#d fhen

the first t*ingfl it started t' drop and it dropped down to $.25 a bushel.

Course, we lost the elevator.——@he-&hsﬁﬁni?and what little equity we
had ther%) but e wasn't very much because everybody wanted what little

moneky they could get out of that equity, you know,

. %WWJ ﬁv
RUDOLPH: 126 (T 'spose, mﬂqﬂgﬁo,ooo out o

el wae advanced «
that$100, 000 Not any more than thatg SpaSE 4§¥¥jﬁ%ﬂ%?“

gasoneenerson<£§:ghheé3$11,““ni:ad he—got—to—e O~ Promb bl

$~‘ T TOt COTOWANTT Al o r—kirey :_- w ’ SRR O ool pEt-S R e .
_f, e e S L mlc - D '. '~ —H'.:.- Ao wa '..333 - e g A ooy Giinfon)
the way About 350,000 went out to the farmers that they never paid

back again and nobody could collect it ,either beca se, you S€e, ab—trErg——
;CZ&JM@4%%55Vw4@MF/aa%«$¢cap 4ﬁfjﬁfkéwb,4nu%¢f

the BEIS nion o e A ncrmpaiolo Sy mmstpasens Dol iloan G T O Y5O
) g
. ” e, Lalled v .
Farmers—Union Elevator=oilicod-tiren P T—rrenidt i olte—matr—~tlrere PSSl il

.« og@Nobody could collect it,

L 4
There was a couple o' guys that sent in $500#f They was the only ones

that ever sent in anything.,

~BOB+—0On ™

RUBSELRH: __Ya.

BOB: Was that the Farmers Union Elevator that you managed?

RUDOLPH: Ya.

BOB: Ol The Farmers UnMion Erevator—Y¥av Well, that started up again -

later, didn't it?

RUDOLPH: &, Yes., We bought it back from the Commodity Credit Corpora=:-:

tion, I think, they—eatted—itt—that Times

2y

RUDOLPH: The government. I run the elevator there for a few years for

the government afterwards. — \?;>§
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«BAB—-Ohr T e
RUDOLPH: But I bought it back for $5,700£

they would haul grain back to the elevatore.aad E_verybody signed up except
one, I think, lééy wouldn't -sign up because I had advanced him money on
guite a lot o' barley and he felt I should o' sold it, you know, Jsa:t—:\a/e
asked him if he'd sell part of it, Mhe wouldn't sell it and he didn't
want t' sign up at all, But everybody else signed up to haul grain back.
The first year when the grain started comin' back, why,mde more than
that $5,700.
BOB: Y% W,{p/n a/,/ CNWS d.».'\cf ?m‘cgg ST z‘mp/*aumf 2 rownd
gEy‘Jé 4

Cudolph: 0h, 1954—gwad 7778 A

L sbad [FRTAA LTSS




